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Reading Response on “Vitruvius and the Education of the Architect”
In “Vitruvius and the Education of the Architect”, Amir Bani-Masoud attempts to describe the education of an architect in ancient Rome as explained in a treatise on architecture created by Marcus Vitruvius called De Architectura. The author briefly highlights the origin of the word architecture and early connections between architecture and liberal arts. Subsequently, Bani-Masoud elaborates Vitruvius’s suggestion that an architect’s education entails knowledge gained from practical experience and theory, together with other fields of study. Afterward, the author elucidates nine fields of study that are crucial to the education of an architect as recommended by Vitruvius, which include writing, drawing, geometry, history, philosophy, music, medicine, astronomy, and law. While knowledge of drawing enables the architect to describe the architecture, he also needs to be skilled in using tools to make correct drawings and apply the appropriate proportions, positions, and symmetry, which can be learned from geometry, music, and astronomy. History contributes to the meaning of the various ornaments used by an architect, while medicine, law, and philosophy contribute to the architect’s knowledge of the materials to be used, the legal regulations concerning architecture, and his virtues, respectively.
Bani-Masoud’s main argument is that some of the earliest perspectives regarding the education of an architect laid the foundation for several aspects of modern architectural education and learning. To support his argument, the author goes back in time to Vitruvius’s perspective concerning the education of an architect in the first century Before the Common Era (BCE). According to Vitruvius, good architectural education should include various aspects such as the combination of practice and theoretical knowledge, as well as crucial knowledge drawn from other areas of learning such as geometry, astronomy, philosophy, and other fields. He then shows how these ideas contributed to our modern perception of architecture as a branch of science that relates to both liberal and mathematical arts since Vitruvius’s recommendations set the basis for viewing architecture as building science in which both the design and construction aspects must have a rationale (Bani-Masoud, 2016). Additionally, he shows that Vitruvius’s recommendations led to the incorporation of knowledge from other areas of learning in the education of an architect as is done in the modern context. For instance, modern architectural education focuses on design, construction, and history, which draw from different fields of study, such as geometry and historical studies (Riscica, 2021). Therefore, Bani-Masoud successfully points out how Vitruvius’s early perspectives regarding the education of an architect have impacted modern architectural education and learning.
Bani-Masoud puts forward a solid argument based on substantial evidence that proves how much Vitruvius’s recommendations laid the foundation for several aspects concerning modern architectural education. To make his argument foolproof, he briefly explains how the existing knowledge of architecture at the time informed these recommendations from Vitruvius. For instance, he illustrates how existing Greek knowledge of optical color fusion informed Vitruvius’s recommendations regarding architectural drawing (Bani-Masoud, 2016). However, little is mentioned concerning whether all the recommendations were entirely Vitruvius’s or some were contributed to by other individuals. Nonetheless, the author accurately captures how far architecture as a field of learning has come, by providing the reader with a description of architectural education in ancient times, which we can use as a template for comparison with modern models of architectural education.
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